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An Analysis of ‘ESD for 2030"; Searching for the Essence of Education for Sustainable Development
Yoshiyuki Nagata, University of the Sacred Heart, Tokyo

With the objective of scaling-up action on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), the Global Action Programme
(GAP) on ESD got started in 2015 as a five-year programme. When it was coming to an end in November 2019, the 40th
UNESCO General Conference adopted the new global framework on ESD (ESD for 2030) for the period of 2020-2030 as
afollow-up challenge to the GAP. The framework was also presented to and adopted at the 74th session of the UN General
Assembly with the Resolution 72/222, noting ESD as ‘an integral element of SDG4 on Education and a key enabler of all
the other SDGs!

This paper reviews the epoch-making framework of the global efforts with particular focus on the wordings and
phrases which provide us with insightful direction towards a sustainable future. It also critically attempts to examine the
achieverment of the UN Decade of ESD and the GAP through the lens of the new framework, highlighting profound
transformation of individuals and communities. It further discusses an ambivalent feature of ESD by focusing on some of
the essential concepts in the framework. One can find raison detreof ESD in its characteristics raising critical questions to
development or even to sustainable development itself.

Keywords: culture of sustainability, disruption, ESD for 2030, profound transformation, transformative action
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leadership assumed by the governments (3.4)

SDGs: (...) profound transformation (3.6) / critical
reflection (3.7)

holistic (...) approach (3.7)*

ESD as ‘an integral element of SDG4 on Education
and a key enabler of all other SDGs’ (3.9, 5.13)

The criticism that ESD has received for its
‘vagueness’ (3.10)

climate change (3.10, 5.3)

young people’s engagement (...) mobilised in key
decision-making processes concerning
sustainable development (5.17)
representatives and actors from both government
and private sectors and from the donor (5.22)
ESD in an era of technological advances (5.23)
nationwide initiatives for ESD for 2030 (5.24)
ASPnet, UNESCO Chairs, UNEVOC Centres on
TVET, the Learning Cities Network, the

Education 2030 Steering Committee (5.27)

transformative action for sustainability (4.1)

disruption (4.2)

deeper connection with the issues (4.3)

empathy, compassion (4.3)

critical inquiry (4.4)

empowering individuals to take decisive actions
(4.4)

the space to experiment with new ‘disruptive’
ideas (4.4)

non-formal education and informal learning (4.4)*

lifelong learning (4.4, 4.7, 5.15)*

change of behavior, attitude and lifestyle (4.5)*

critical thinking skills (4.5)*

lifestyle choices (4.5)

a culture of sustainability (4.6)

citizenship in action (4.7)

cultural identity (4.7)*

schools should be granted more autonomy (4.7)

social learning (4.7)

sustainable production and consumption (4.9)

circular economy (4.10)

sharing economy (4.10)

ESD (...) affect the unsustainable production
patterns of current economic structures more
directly (4.10)

population in refugee or other conflictual
situations (4.13)

human dignity and the right to live decently (4.14)

green technologies (4.16)

green skills (4.16)

artificial intelligence (4.17)

sustainability principles (4.18)

business, manufacturing, and enterprise sector as
well as scientific community (4.19)

SDG13 (...) SDG14 (...), SDG15 (...) SDG7 (...),
SDG11 (...) SDG12(...) SDGA4. (5.3)

critical questions on the inter-linkages between
and among different SDGs (5.5)

critical questions related to development or
sustainable development itself (5.5)

reorienting  societies  towards  sustainable
development (5.7)*

cross-cutting competencies in cognitive, socio-
emotional and behavioural dimensions

of learning (5.8)

competencies related to empathy, solidarity,
action-taking (5.8)

quality education (5.8, 5.13)*

UNESCO/Japan Prize for ESD (5.12, 5.24)

whole-institution approach (5.15)*

capacity to empower learners (5.16)
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Early Childhood Eco-pedagogy for a Sustainable Society:
Ecological Democracy in Swedish “Skogsmulleskolan”

Midori Mitsuhashi, Ochanomizu University, Graduate School of Humanities and Sciences

Early childhood is considered to be an ideal start of education for sustainable
development/education for sustainability as it is the time when children begin to form their
identities and worldviews. This research focuses on an ecological democracy model of
Skogsmulleskolan, which is an environmental educational method developed for young children
in Sweden in the 1950’s. It reviewed three textbooks for the Skogsmulleskolan’s training course
and workshops to identify different purposes to learn ecological concepts and how it is related to
children’s participation and social transformation.

As a result, it identified five purposes to learn ecology: (1)ecology as a scientific knowledge,
(2)ecology as philosophy, (3)ecology as personal commitment, (4)ecology as shared values in a
community and (5)ecology as a platform for structural social change. From the perspective of
participation, ecology as a scientific knowledge and as philosophy are intertwined to deepen the
sense of participation in the ecosystems on the Earth while the latter three are concerned with
participation for social transformation. Skogsmulleskolan’s ecological democracy model implies
that ecological thinking and worldviews, serving as a ecological compass, are the prerequisite for
children to bring about structural transformation to construct a sustainable society now and in

their future.

Key Words: child participation, early childhood education, ecological democracy, sustainability,

Sweden
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Differences between the Concepts of ESD and GCED as Perceived by
the Japanese National Commission for UNESCO and UNESCO:

Proposals for Learning Measures for UNESCO Associated Schools in Japan

Shinsaku Matsui Toin Gakuen Transition Center

The purpose of this paper is to examine the differences between the concepts of ESD and GCED
as perceived by the Japanese National Commission for UNESCO and UNESCO by respectively
comparing the conceptual diagrams of ESD and GCED. As a result of the examination, the
Japanese National Commission for UNESCO has adopted a learning approach in which the former
is included in the latter, without distinguishing GCED and ESD as different. In contrast,
UNESCO has adopted different learning approaches for ESD and GCED. In other words, UNESCO
presupposes that learners' self-transformation (transformation of their own behavior and
consciousness) created through ESD promotes the transformation of environment, society and
economy. Furthermore, the self-transformation of learners by GCED is premised on promoting the
improvement of human relationships and the transformation of mutual consciousness. This paper
also presents a learning method using Mind Map devised for ESD and GCED inclusive learning
at a UNESCO Associated School in Japan. In this way, we can share our own concepts of ESD and

GCED, as well as those of others, and promote self-transformation.

Key words: ESD, GCED, UNESCO Associated Schools, Mind Map, self-transformation
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Development and Evaluation of International Collaborative Learning Program from the Perspective
of ESD: From Practice in Cooperation with a Japanese Super Global High School (SGH) and
Indonesian High Schools

TATEMOTO Yoshikazu, Senior High School at Sakado, University of Tsukuba &
I1DA Junko, Faculty of Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba

In this study, we developed and evaluated an international collaborative learning program between
Japanese and Indonesian high schools, which stems from the perspective of ESD.

Various resources were tapped during the development of the program, such as the utilization
of teachers who were involved in the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV), with focus in
the area of environmental education. The consistent involvement of many stakeholders proved
effective in supporting collaborative activities between the two countries’ high schools, as well as
within the local community, which had previously been difficult to implement. Eventually, programs
on themes related to sustainable development, such as environmental education, community
development, and ecotourism, were developed in rural and forest areas in Indonesia.

In program evaluation, the data collected showed an increase in positive awareness of different
cultures, both in Japanese and Indonesian high school students. Several Japanese students who
participated in the program chose to continue their studies in Indonesia, and vice versa.

This conveys a possibility of the program, particularly of their experiences, having a significant

influence in high school students’ choices in career, as well as destinations for studying abroad.
Key Words High school, Indonesia, JOCV, SDGs, Super Global High School
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Consideration on Sustainable Society by Comparison between Ashio and Besshi Copper Mines:

through the Development and Practice of Social Study Curricula of History in Junior High School
Koki Ikeda,-Niihama Municipal Junior High School

This paper discusses the practice of three social studies lessons in historical aspect as a unit for
191 eighth-grade students for five classes at Q junior high school in Niihama City, Ehime
Prefecture, in Japan. The overarching title is ‘Industrial revolution in Japan: Thinking about a
sustainable society by comparing the past with the present of two copper mines.’ The final goal is
for the students to think of and then develop their individual answers to the primary learning
guestion ‘What is a sustainable society?’ in their own words. Based on the learning of history and
comparing it to the present situation of each local community around the Ashio and Besshi copper
mines, in Tochigi and in Ehime prefectures respectively, the students evaluated the two mines
pasts and their relationship with the present in regards to five viewpoints related to the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Referring to a radar chart that illustrates their
evaluation, they improved their understanding through group and class discussions. Based on the
comparison between their post-lesson with pre-lesson responses submitted by three students
responding to the learning question, it has been suggested that this practice has provided the
students with the opportunity to think about a sustainable society and its related issues as their
own matters.

Key words: sustainable society, social study, unit learning, history, copper mine
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Implementation of the 2030 Agenda and SDGs

Hiromi Masuda, United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability
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